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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 33, 35-39, 42, 43, 45-47, 51, 52, 55, 56, 58-60 and 62 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention for the 
following reasons: 

It is not clear what apparatus structure is intended by the limitation "a meat 
emulsion" (recited in claim 33), the temperature limitation (recited in claims 35-37, 42, 
45 and 46), the time limitation (recited in claims 38 and 43), the limitation "rapid" 
(recited in claim 39), the limitation "an ambient condition" (recited in claim 47), the flow- 
rate limitation (recited in claims 51, 52, 55 and 56), the product-width limitation (recited 
in claim 58), the product-length limitation (recited in claim 59), the limitation "being 
rinsed " (recited in claim 60), and the limitation "steam or hot water (recited in claim 60). 
Note that the limitations recited in the above-mentioned claims are method limitations 
and thus they fail to further limit the subject matter of the previous apparatus claim in 
terms of positive structure. 



Claim Rejections- 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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Claims 1, 2, 4, 8, 13, 15, 16, 32, 33, 35-39, 42, 43, 45, 46, 48, 58, 59, 61 and 62 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Moule (U.S. Patent 
No. 4,294,858). Moule shows all the method steps set forth in claims 1 , 2, 4, 8, 13, 15 
and 16 and all the structural elements set forth in apparatus claims 32, 33, 35-39, 42, 
43, 45, 46, 48, 58, 59, 61 and 62 (see especially Figures 1 and 3 and column 3, line 42 
through column 5, line 50). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

fo!t?in aten i ma /no 0t ! ) i 0btained th0ugh the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 



Claims 3, 5-7, 9-12, 14, 17-26, 28-31, 34, 40, 41, 44, 47, 49-56 and 60 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moule (U.S. Patent No. 
4,294,858). It is not deemed that the features variously recited in dependent claims 3, 
5-7, 9-12, 14, 17-26, 28-31, 34, 40, 41, 44, 47, 49-56 and 60 would define unobvious 
subject matter over the teaching of Moule in the absence of any new or unexpected 
results. The features recited in these dependent claims are considered to be obvious 
matters of routine optimization or structural design well within the skill of an ordinary 
artisan in the field of food technology. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George C. Yeung whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1412. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 10:30 AM to 



7:00 PM. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on (571) 272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



G. Yeung/af 
October 20, 2004 




GEORGE C. YEUNG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



